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love of home, say, of a beautiful ancestral home that is
dilapidated and encumbered with debts when it first
becomes his own. He sets out to restore its ancient
glories, perhaps entering upon the task with reluctance.
As time goes on his sentiment gains strength, he acquires
the habit of working for this one end, of valuing all things
according to the degree in which they contribute towards
it. All other motives become not only relatively, but
absolutely, weaker for lack of exercise ; that is to say,
they are never allowed to determine action and so tend to
atrophy from disuse. The man loses his other sentiments,
or interests, as we say ; he gives up sport, art, horses, and
what not, and may become indifferent to the opinions of
his fellow-men, may be content to appear miserly and to
commit mean actions in the service of his ruling passion.

Can such a man be said to have acquired a strong
character ? In contrast with the man whose sentiments
are but little systematised, he may seem to have strong
character. This other man will be drawn this way and
that. If he is of sympathetic nature, he will be liable
to be dominated first by one, then by another, sentiment,
according to the nature of the social influences that bear
upon him, the opinions and sentiments of each social
circle he enters. He will make no sustained effort in
any direction, except under the spur of necessity. And
the man of specifically weak character, or lacking in
character, is the man whose sentiments not only have
not been organised in any system, but have not been
consolidated and confirmed by habitual action in accord-
ance with their prompting, because the man has con-
stantly allowed himself to be moved by the entirely
unorganised and fleeting impulses evoked sporadically
by each situation as it arises. Habitual action on the
motives supplied by the systematised sentiments is, then,
an essential factor in character, over and above the
possession of the sentiments.

Does, then, the possession of a master-sentiment of
ruling passion of any kind, such as the passion for a
home that we considered just now, or one for money or
for any other concrete or abstract object, in itself con-